
 

140 Chestnut Street, Watertown, NY 13601   
Regular Sunday Worship Service 10:45 am is on hold 

 

As most of you know I grew up a military brat.  I love the memories of spending 
time on the beach over in Europe, where Dad was stationed.  Many of the 
American military families would gather at a certain beach.  As you can image 
radios with music would be playing music.  Quite often, especially Memorial Day 
week-end and the Fourth of July week-end, we would hear playing the song "God 
Bless the USA" by Lee Greenwood. I am sure these words are familiar to you. 

“And I'm proud to be an American where at least I know I'm free 
…there ain't no doubt I love this land God bless the U.S.A.” 

 
 Lately I have been thinking about what makes me proud.   I am proud to be 
a mother, daughter, sister, aunt, etc…  I am proud to be a pastor serving Stone 
Presbyterian Church.  I am proud of the way the Session has provided leadership 
and guidance for the congregation as it has dealt with the Covid-19 situation. (By 
the way – still looking at a mid-September start to in-person worship.  In the 
meantime, we are working on getting everything in place. 
 I am proud of our denomination.  The Generation Assembly of the PC(USA) 
met in late June.  The Assembly actually adopted and had its meeting via Zoom 
experience.  It elected new leadership; co-moderators who will serve for the next 
two years and re-elected the Stated Clerk for a four-year term. (Please see the 
insert for more GA information.) 
 I have always been proud to be an American.  But, I must say I am 
concerned during this time of unrest.  I continue to try to find things to be proud 
of that we as a country are doing to reach out and support each other and bring 
unity. 
 Most importantly, I am proud of being a Christian.  I am proud of being a 
disciple of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the one who redeemed humanity.  I continue 
and encourage others to show the love of our Almighty God through the way I 
treat others and share the Good News Story.   
 I came across the following.  Someone adapted the words of the refrain from 
“God Bless the USA” as a statement of faith.  

"I'm proud to be a Christian, because in Him I'm free. 
And I won't forget the Christ who died on the cross of Calvary, 
So I'll gladly stand up next to you and praise his name today. 

'Cause there ain't no doubt I love this Man, Who took my sins away!" 

 May we, individually and collectively, in this unique time, find reasons to be 
able to declare we are proud to be Christ’s disciples. 
 

Peace and Grace, 
Pastor Libby, 

[ 

So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. I am not ashamed, because I know whom I 
have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.   2 Timothy 1:8,12 
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The Session met on July 
23rd at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

 The meeting was opened with 

devotion and prayer given by 
Pastor Libby. 

 The minutes of the two 

meetings held in June were 
approved along with the June 
financial report.  An update 
was given in regards to the 
church’s investments.   

 After prayerful discussion, the 

Session re-affirmed its 
decision to aim for having in-
person worship start up in mid
-September. 

 It approved that small groups 

of the church such as 
committees, bible studies, and 
handbell choir may meet at 
the church as long as social-
distancing is maintained and 
facemasks are worn starting 
August. 

 

 

 In looking toward to being 

able to video tape worship in 
the sanctuary and maintaining 
an on-line presence in the 
future, the Session authorized 
the expenditure of $500-600 
to purchase appropriate 
equipment needed. 

 The Session asked the 

Personnel Committee to look 
into compensating someone 
to weekly video tape worship, 
edit the video, and upload it to 
the internet for members and 
others to watch. 

 The Session authorized 

buying three hand sanitizer 
containers to have in the 
building at appropriate places 
like the door to the church by 
the parking lot. 

 Our flower provider has gone 

out of business.  The Worship 
and Music Committee will 
need to look into options for 
the future. 

 The meeting was closed with 

Prayer. 



 

 

 

 

 

                The annual Per Capita assessment is based on the  

              membership reported by each church.  The 2020 

             Per Capita fee for our Presbytery has been 

           confirmed at $30.00  Each per capita payment is  

          divided, with $8.95 for General Assembly, $4.10 for 

         the Synod of the North East, and $16.95 going to 

        the Presbytery of Northern New York. 

 

       Many members of our church have already made  

     their per capita payments.  Our Church must pay per 

    capita for each member, whether or not the member 

   pays us.  Your contribution helps Stone Presbyterian 

  Church cover our portion.  Per Capita payments can  

 be mailed to the church or dropped in the Offering  

 with “Per Capita” written in the memo line. 

Did you know that the North Country Library System 
through it’s Outreach Specialist will send out large print 

books, audio books and DVD’s through the mail? 
 

This service is for seniors, hearing impaired, visually impaired, 
physically disabled and people that just cannot get to the library. This is 
a FREE service.  There is never a charge or a catch, it is always FREE. 

 

 

Contact Kathy VanNess for further information at 
315-782-5540 or kvanness@ncls.org 
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        At this point $720 has 

       been contributed  

      toward the $2,250  

    we will send to the   

  Presbytery.  
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What’s happening in August  

We will have  

TWO SESSION MEETINGS 

in the month of August, Tuesday, 
August 11th, at 6:30 pm, and 

Tuesday, August 18th,  

at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

Our church 

COMMITTEES and  

HANDBELL CHOIR  MEETINGS  

WILL RESUME  

in August, if not at the church in 
person, then via Zoom.  Social 
distancing and wearing of masks 
will be maintained. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship is Still Happening… 
 

No, we are not gathering in the sanctuary for worship  

but it is still happening. 

On a weekly basis Pastor Libby is video taping worship which includes music, thanks 

to our organists and handbell director.  With the technology help of Nell Moses, it is 

posted on YouTube.  For those with email, a “link” is sent out late Saturday for the 

Sunday’s service; so you can watch it at your convenience. 

For those who do not have an email address, we are mailing a paper copy of the 

service (sorry no music) during the following week.  If you are not getting the worship 

service either way please call the office and let Linda or Pastor Libby know, so that we 

can make sure you receive  it one way or another. 

We will have 

 on-line 

Communion the 

first Sunday of the month, 

August 2nd.  View the 

sacrament then, with Rev. 

Libby Moses. 
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COMMUNITY GARDENERS 
REMINDER: 

 
PLEASE weed in the 

woodchip areas and walkways 

around your garden beds when 

you water, harvest, or weed your 

beds. 

Please do not leave the 

weeds in the wood chips or in or 

on the sides of your beds.  Take 

them to the woods to throw 

away please. 

If you will be away or unable 

to tend to your bed or harvest 

for more than a week please let 

me know or another gardener so 

that we can care for your bed if 

need be. 

These reminders will 

hopefully help us all keep the 

gardens productive and well 

cared for into the fall season. 

If you need help or have 

questions please call me  

(315) 782-5847. 

Thank you all for your help and 

cooperation. 

                Pat Conti 

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Helen Emeline Hall August 4 

Brianna Jaspersohn August 7 

Donald Dear  August 10 

Justin Reed  August 18 

Jonathan Harowicz August 22 

John Remus Greenwood August 27 

Brian Draper  August 29 

Sharon Louise Charlebois August 29 

Marty Jones  August 30 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dan & Joanne Woodward August 8 

Jonathan & Eleanor Harowicz August 10 

Orvis & June Calhoun August 12 

Mike & Lisa Quirk August 16 

Jimmy & Kathie Strader  August 19 

Bruce & Lori Robinson August 26 

Jordan & Krystal Siver August 27 

Alan & Cathy Commeret-Whitcomb   August 31 



 

 

Topic:                                                         When:   
   Gatherings for                                Tuesdays @ 9:30 a.m. or 
Prayer/Scripture                              Thursdays @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

This is a “big conference call” using your home phone or  

via the internet (Ipad, computer, cell phone). 

Please contact the church office for the Zoom  

link/phone number if you need it. 
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Pastor Elizabeth Moses invites you to a Zoom meeting. 

August 2 – 

Isaiah 55:1-5 

Matthew 14:13-21 
  

 

August 9 – 

Romans 10:5-15  

Matthew 14:22-33 
  

 

August 16 – 

Isaiah 56:1,6-8 

Matthew 15:21-28 
 

 

August 23  –   

Psalm 138  

Matthew 16:13-20 

 

 

August 30  –   

Romans 12:9-21 

Matthew 16:21-28 
 

 

 

Lectionary for 
August 2020 

Notice on Face Masks  
The Session is asking all those 
entering the church building to wear a 
face mask.  We want all God’s 
beloved to feel safe.  Your 
cooperation is appreciated.  It is 
mandated by NYS. 

For those needing a mask, they are 
available in several sizes at the church. 

 

Watertown Urban Mission 
Food Pantry church notice 

As the church cannot 
collect food items for 
the Urban Mission, 
...please  

        remember that there is a  

“Blessing Box” across the street 
from church.  Non-perishable items 
can be placed in the box anytime. 
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NEW ADDRESS: 
News about Paul and Ruth May, 

members who live in Syracuse, from 
their daughter, Nancy Keeley 
(keeley.nancy@yahoo.com).  

Ruth May has become a long term 
nursing unit resident at the Bishop 
Nursing Home (address below).  Paul 
recently had a fall and has joined Ruth at 
the nursing home in Room 336, with the 
goal to become a  resident to be with his 
wife of 69 years. 

Ruth & Paul May   
Room 336 

Bishop Nursing Home 
918 James St 

Syracuse NY 13203 
The family appreciates your prayers on 
their behalf as they adjust to their new 

living situation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 

To Kathie Strader  

who has a new great-grandson,  

Patrick Jacob Strader,  

born on June 21st.   

His parents are  

Meghan and Jacob Strader. 

                   SYMPATHIES GIVEN 

All of us at Stone Presbyterian Church 
extend our prayers for the Autote 
family. Chris’ father, David Autote, 

passed away on July 11, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

We regret to announce the passing of 
Gerald DeMar, son of Dawley Demar 
on July 20. 2020.  We at Stone 
Presbyterian Church send Dawley and 
the  family  our  prayers  and 

condolences at this time of their loss. 

There is a bright 
light and a new 

horizon at the end 
of the road. 



 

 

Worship Ministers 
 
Pastor The Reverend  
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses  
 
Organists 
Chris Hyde-Hall and 
Ghilyana Dordzhieva 
 
Choir Director 
Jeannie Greenwood 
 
Handbell Choir Director 
Nancy Boynton 
 
Church Staff 
 
Secretary   Linda White 
Sexton     Francis Conti 
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Class of 2021  

Orvis Calhoun 

Chris Dear 

Maxine Perkins 

 

Class of 2022 

Kathie Strader 
 

 

Class of 2023 

Bob Siver 

Roxanne Young 

 

Clerk of Session  

Chris Dear  

Ruling Elders 

 on the Session 
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Caring for the 
Congregation 

The Pastor and the spiritual leaders 

place a priority on visiting hospitalized 

members of the congregation. While 

Samaritan Medical Center Chaplain calls 

when he knows someone from Stone 

Presbyterian Church is in this facility, as 

a general rule hospitals no longer 

provide information on admissions and 

dismissals.  

Please notify the church office if 

someone you know should be visited in 

the hospital or while recovering at home 

or at a care center.  Also, if you or 

someone you know would enjoy a visit 

from Pastor Libby or a Ruling Elder, or 

would appreciate receiving communion 

at home, please phone the church office 

(788-5630),  

e-mail the church office 

(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),  

or place a note in the  

collection plate on Sunday.  

REMINDER: Newsletter Deadline for your articles is 

the 15th of the month. 



  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

M/M Darryl 
Fuller 

2 

John, Jeannie & 
John Remus 
Greenwood 

3 

Brendan, 
Elizabeth & 
Helen Hall 

4 

Carrie Hall 

5 

Jon & Karen 
Hall 

6 

Justin, Andrea & 
Alexander-Justin 
Hall 

7 

Jonathan & 
Eleanor 
Harowicz 

8 

Chris Hyde-Hall 

9 

Brianna & 
Robert 
Jaspersohn 

10 

Barry, Chris, 
James & Ryan 
Jennison 

11 

Marty Jones 

12 

Nancy Keeney 

13 

Rev. Sarah Lee 
& family 

14 

Jim, Jen & Miles 
Lewis 

15 

Kathleen Marks 

16 

Paul & Ruth May 

17 

David Miller 

18 

Doris Miller 

19 

Stephen Miller 

20 

William & 
Barbara Milton 

21 

Rev. Marti 
Montovani 

22 

Rev. Libby & 
Jennell Moses 

23 

John & Kim 
Murray 

24 

Jillian, Drew, 
Elizabeth, 
William & 
Katherine 
Newby 

25 

David Newman 

26 

Margaret Niles 

27 

William & Amy 
O’Connor 

28 

Rev. Gail 
Parsons 

29 

Maxine Perkins 

30 

Stuart Price 

31 

Mike, Lisa & 
Sydney Quirk 

     

A UGUST  2020   

P RAYER  



by Leslie Scanlon, Outlook national reporter

From lamentation to action — the 2020 
General Assembly called the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) to do the hard work of 
justice, working to respond to what some 
referred to as the twin pandemics of 
COVID-19 and racial injustice.

Worship. The worship service June 26 used 
the power of the digital platform to weave 
together music, art and voices from around the 
PC(USA) — including a Zoom choir for one of 
the closing hymns.

Wearing stoles that were a gift from 
the Committee on Local Arrangements in 
Baltimore, made by Jeff Wunrow Designs 
and featuring a Black fist raised in a symbol 
of power, Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri and Cindy 
Kohlmann, the co-moderators of the 2018 
General Assembly, called the commissioners to 
journey in faith from lamentation to confession 
to hope to action.

“Surrounded as we are by the sounds of 
respirators and the cries of the grieving and the 
raised voices of protesters, help us, oh Lord, to 
hear your voice, and give us the courage to hear 
that voice,” Kohlmann said.

God provides abundantly “far more than we 
could have asked for or imagined,” Cintrón-
Olivieri said, drawing on a passage from 
Ephesians. And she recited a poem from Antonio 
Machado, “Caminante, no hay camino” — telling 
the commissioners “you make the path by 
walking” and giving them responsibility to find 
the way forward as they walk in faith.

Virtual GA. Because of COVID-19, this became 
the PC(USA)’s first virtual General Assembly, 
meeting via Zoom — with technology that had 
more hiccups than hard bumps (“Can you hear 
me?” was the first thing many commissioners 
said). That format also meant the assembly 
considered “core and critical” business — 
referring many other reports to the next 
assembly in 2022. Some business that did make 
it through: offering the church’s presence and 
advocacy for those affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic and support for the work of the Native 
American Coordinating Council and for repairing 
Native American church properties.

Co-moderators. Because the opening plenary 
on June 19 ran late – in part with commissioners 
debating what business to defer to 2022, 
and in a dispute over whether San Francisco 
Theological Seminary remains as a PC(USA) 
seminary – the assembly added an extra plenary 
session June 20 in order to elect co-moderators.

The decision didn’t take long, as the 
assembly elected Elona Street-Stewart, an 
Indigenous ruling elder, and Gregory Bentley, 
a Black minister, on the first ballot – with 304 
commissioners voting for them, three times 
as many votes as for the next-closest team. 
Street-Stewart is synod executive of the Synod 
of Lakes and Prairies and, as a member of the 
Delaware Nanticoke tribe, an assembly’s first 
Native American co-moderator. Bentley is 
pastor of Fellowship Presbyterian Church in 
Huntsville, Alabama.

From lament From lament 
to actionto action

https://pres-outlook.org/2020/06/lament-and-hope-vilmarie-cintron-olivieri-and-cindy-kohlmann-lead-worship-at-general-assembly/
http://www.favoritepoem.org/poem_CaminanteNoHayCamino.html
https://pres-outlook.org/2020/06/the-224th-general-assembly-affirms-need-to-help-those-impacted-by-covid-19/
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https://pres-outlook.org/2020/06/street-stewart-and-bentley-elected-as-co-moderators-of-ga224-on-first-ballot/
https://pres-outlook.org/2020/06/street-stewart-and-bentley-elected-as-co-moderators-of-ga224-on-first-ballot/
https://pres-outlook.org/2020/06/street-stewart-and-bentley-elected-as-co-moderators-of-ga224-on-first-ballot/


Their election was emotional, as Oscar J. 
McCloud prayed during their installation that 
their paths had been watered with the tears and 
blood of their ancestors. Bentley pronounced 
himself to be “hippopotamus happy and 
dinosaur delighted.”

Bentley and Street-Stewart have chosen as 
their symbol the Sankofa bird: standing in the 
Mississippi River, representing flying forward 
while looking backward, a hope, Bentley said, of 
bringing “the best of our cultures to make the 
church better.”

Racism. On June 26 the assembly approved 
a resolution called “Responding to the Sin of 
Racism and a Call to Action” — declaring that 
Black lives matter; confessing that the church 
has been complicit in perpetuating injustice; and 
pledging to “confront and dismantle systemic 
racism” in the church and in society. That 
resolution was a substitute for another option 
that commissioners determined was not strong 
enough – as Milo Browne, a young adult advisory 
delegate from the Presbytery of Scioto Valley put 
it: “It is inexcusable for us to stand in silence as 
people are being killed.”

Stated clerk. The assembly re-elected  
J. Herbert Nelson, 61, to a second four-year 
term as the PC(USA)’s stated clerk — the 
denomination’s chief ecclesial officer and its 
voice in the public square. Nelson was the 
only candidate – no one else applied – and was 
installed with a prayer from his wife, Gail Porter 
Nelson, also a PC(USA) pastor.

Nelson expressed thanks, saying “I’m still a 
pastor” at heart — and said “there is a Savior 
who reminds us you can go to the poor, to the 
broken, to the widows, and make a difference,” 
to get out of the church building. “I don’t ever 
remember Jesus having a church house. Every 
one he went into, he got thrown out of.”

San Francisco Theological Seminary. 
Bentley and Street-Stewart avoided a floor fight 

on this dispute by announcing June 27 that they 
would bring representatives from the seminary 
and the Committee on the Office of Theological 
Education together shortly after the assembly 
concludes to try to resolve the issue, using a 
mediator if necessary.

Budget. The assembly approved a unified 
PC(USA) budget of $80.1 million for 2021 and 
$83.4 million for 2022 built on the assumption 
that COVID-19 will cause income to decline by 
roughly 25% this year and next. The assembly 
also approved a General Assembly per capita 
rate of $8.98 per member for 2021 and 2022 –  
three cents higher than the $8.95 per member 
rate for 2019 and 2020.

Repentance and action. The assembly 
concluded with controversy and repentance. 
The controversy: a failed attempt to introduce 
a statement on the ways “that Black women 
and girls are disproportionately affected by the 
systems of white supremacy and misogynoir in 
communities, the church and society at large.” A 
vote to suspend the rules to allow that motion to 
be heard needed 326 votes (2/3 of the enrolled 
commissioners), but got only 306, with 144 
voting against, despite a social media push for 
the PC(USA) to #TrustBlackWomen.

Asked to address these concerns with 
prayer, Nelson started with silence, then 
prayed for Black girls whose “bodies and 
their minds and their spirits would be broken 
down in so many ways,” and for their mothers 
who “fall on their knees and pray for their 
daughters and cry for them.”

The assembly then spent 8 minutes and 46 
seconds in silent corporate lament — the time 
that Minneapolis police office Derek Chauvin 
knelt pressing on the neck of George Floyd.

“Guide our feet,” Street-Stewart prayed, 
asking God to lead Presbyterians as they find 
their paths, to “live out the church’s Great Ends 
into the street.”
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